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Hilltop High  School
“A California Distinguished School”

The Focus At Hilltop is Academics
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                       Rick Lakin ( Math Teacher
555 Claire Ave.,  Chula Vista, CA 91911

November, 2002
To Whom It May Concern:


It gives me great pleasure to recommend Kirill Volkov for the trip to Washington, DC sponsored by the American Council for International Education.  I have known Kirill only since summer but he is one of the most outstanding students I have ever met, he is a person of outstanding character and integrity, and he is one of the most talented and passionate members of our club, iCrew Digital Productions.


Kirill is currently taking a challenging set of classes at Hilltop High and is excelling in all of them with nearly all A’s.  He is a top student in Math Analyses and Televideo.  In my Televideo class, Kirill has taken on the sole responsibility of maintaining the Lancer Channel, a repeating PowerPoint that provides school-wide news.  This task requires writing skills, technology skills and graphics and design skills.  Kirill’s mastery of the English Language is exceptional and is beyond that of many of our students who have spoken English all their lives.

  The most outstanding characteristic of Kirill Volkov is that he is a caring individual.  He is always concerned about others’ feelings and his friendship is greatly valued by all who have gotten to know him.  Kirill was named school-wide Lancer of the Day after the nomination by his French Teacher for character and dedication in her class. 


As a member of iCrew Digital Productions, Kirill has been an integral part of several events that our group has presented to the school.  Prior to school, he worked to setup a new computer lab.  He was the sideline camera operator for our football coverage and showed great skill in a sport that is foreign to him.  He provided excellent video pictures of the Homecoming ceremonies. Most of all, Kirill has become a valued member of a close-knit group of kids who share many of the goals and values of Kirill.  


The most incredible trait that I find in Kirill Volkov is his incredible passion at whatever task that he takes on and one of the most difficult tasks that he has excelled at is fitting in as an American High School Student.  He is many thousands of miles from home and family but he has made himself a home and a group of friends who will miss him greatly when he returns to Moscow.  I feel that Kirill is very deserving of the opportunity to visit our nation’s capitol and will be able to share this experience with his family, friends and school when he returns to Hilltop as well as when he returns to his homeland.  I strongly recommend that the American Council for International Education include Kirill Volkov on this trip to Washington, DC.

Sincerely,

Rick Lakin

Mathematics Teacher
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